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Disabled Persons’ Parking Badges (Scotland) Bill: Financial Memorandum 
 
 
Dear Kevin, 
 
The Finance Committee issued a call for evidence on the Disabled Persons’ Parking 
Badges (Scotland) Bill’s Financial Memorandum (FM) on 29 January 2014 giving a 
deadline for responses of 28 February 2014. A total of twelve responses were 
received and these are attached. 
 
Reviews 
One provision which several respondents highlighted was the Bill’s requirement for 
each local authority to put in place a process to review a decision to refuse an 
application for a blue badge on eligibility grounds. Whilst some local authorities 
confirmed that they already had such procedures in place, concerns were raised that 
the Bill might lead to an increase in requests for such a review to take place. 
 
In its submission, COSLA stated that it considered the estimated cost and number of 
reviews provided for in the FM (up to 600 reviews per annum costing £19.25 each 
giving a total annual cost of up to £11,550) to be an underestimate. It gave the 
example of one unnamed council which had dealt with 46 reviews during the period 
from July to December 2013 and which estimated its annual costs in relation to 
reviews to amount to £1,300 per annum. 
 
East Dunbartonshire Council also predicted that the number of reviews could be 
expected to increase as a result of the Bill and suggested that the average cost per 
review “would be in the region of £40”. 
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Similarly, North Lanarkshire Council stated that “in relation to the reviews, we 
consider that the number of reviews per annum is low and also that the overall cost 
is on the low side.” 
 
Clackmannanshire Council also noted that it used independent mobility assessors to 
undertake its reviews, at a cost of £70 per review. It indicated that it currently dealt 
with around ten to twelve such reviews per year. 
 

Stirling Council, however, stated “as we already have a review process in place, I 
consider we will be able to update our process to accord with the legislation without 
incurring any significant additional costs.” The Council also expressed its view that if 
additional costs were to arise as a result of the Bill “these could be met by raising the 
maximum allowable charge for a blue badge, currently £20.” 
 
Whilst East Ayrshire Council submitted the following statement— 
 

“Costs will be incurred in relation to eligibility reviews, although the anticipated 
number of these is small and could therefore be accommodated within 
existing resources. If however, this number was much higher than expected 
there would require to be a reconsideration of the additional consequential 
costs. The additional enforcement requirements are NOT mandatory, and as 
such will be for us as an authority to determine implementation in line with 
other priorities. As an authority with DPE it is not felt there will be a significant 
additional financial impact by introduction of these additional measures.” 
 

Update to Financial Memorandum 
The member in charge wrote to me on 5 March to inform the Committee of a change 
to the “best estimate” number of reviews quoted in the FM. This letter is attached. 
 
The revised “best estimate” of 400 review requests per annum remains lower than 
the “high-end estimate” of 600 reviews quoted above. 
 
Conclusion 
Your committee may wish to consider the above information along with the attached 
submissions in its evidence session with the Member in charge. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
Kenneth Gibson MSP,  
Convener 


